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1/ Possible trade errors in reporting or recording exports of corn and grain 
sorghum seed may have distorted any totals and unit price averages that 


include those seeds. 


Seed Exports Reach $111.5 Million 


U.S. exports of seeds for planting totaled $111.5 million for July- 
December, 1981, 17 percent below a year earlier. December exports of 
$39.6 million were 2 percent below December 1980. High interest rates 
and generally good supplies in importing countries as well as the strength 
of the U.S. dollar have contributed to the slower export movement, 
especially for forage seeds. Importers are looking at inventories very 
closely and scheduling shipments to arrive at the latest practical date. 


Vegetable seed exports continued strong for this period with a value 
of $45.3 million, 41 percent of total seed exports. Forage seed exports 
were sluggish, totaling $28.8 million, 19 percent below the first half of 
the 1980-81 marketing year. Grain and miscellaneous seed exports increased 
during the month of December, bringing the 6-month totals for corn, sorghum, 
soybean and sugar beet seeds to $16.7, $6.7, $2.2 million, and $800,000 
respectively. 


The European Community market continued to move slowly with $30.1 
million in value, 24 percent below U.S. shipments a year ago. Vegetable 
seeds made up 47 percent of shipments to the EC. Corn seed movements are 
improving with $5.2 million to the EC during December, bringing the 6-month 
total to $6.5 million, 4 percent below last year. 


Mexico continues as the leading individual country market for U.S. seeds 
this year with $18.1 million through December, 16 percent of exports to all 
destinations. Alfalfa seed exports of $5.3 million and vegetable seed exports 
of $6.4 million were the principle exports to Mexico. Japan continues as the 
No. 2 market for U.S. seeds. July-December shipments to Japan totaled $13.4 
million, including $3.7 million forage seeds, $6.1 million vegetable seeds, 
and $2.3 million corn seed. Shipments to Canada totaled $9.8 million, up 
6 percent over last year. Mexico and Canada, the No, 1 and 3 markets for 
this half year, received a quarter of total U.S. exports. The markets in 
Egypt, South Africa, and Australia have been especially strong with increases 
of 532 percent, 121 percent, and 49 percent, respectively, over the equivalent 
6-month period last year. 


Trade Alert 


BRAZIL: Provisions for the growing season certification of sorghum seed 
concerning sorghum downy mildew (Peronosclerospora sorghi) in the United States 
have been accepted by Brazilian officials. For information contact: Export 
Section, Plant Protection and Quarantine, Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, Hyattsville, Maryland 20782. 


USSR: The Soviet newspaper, Izvestiya, in a recent report, suggests the USSR 
may be considering increasing its use of hybrid sunflower seed, following 

the smallest harvest in two decades. If true, the change would represent a 
major change in Soviet policy, which has long emphasized development and 
production of open-pollinated rather than hybrid varieties. The USSR has 
done some work in sunflower hybridization, but commercial application has 
lagged. Imports of hybrid seed from outside the country will be needed if 

a hybrid seed planting program is initiated in 1982. 


, 


SAUDI ARABIA: Firm engaged in greenhouse vegetable production wishes to 
contact American exporters for greenhouse varieties of vegetable seeds. 
Contact: Eng. Magdy Negm, Kara Est., P. O. Box 1359, Makkah, Saudi Arabia. 
Telex: 440027 Karmec SJ. Phone: 556-5004/556-5478. 


GREECE: Desires to import high quality forage seeds. Quantity open. Quote 
FOB or C&F Port of Piraeus, Greece. Bank ref: Credit Bank, Athens Tower 
Branch. Contact: Mr. John G. Phostiropoulos, 40 Alexandras Ave., Athens, 
Greece Phone: 8830-352. Cable: JOPHOSTIR. 


SIERRA LEONE: Corn, peanut, and soybean seeds, high oil varieties, and 

vegetable seeds. Needed before start of season, which is April. Bank ref: 
Barclays Bank (SL) Ltd., Siaka Stevens St., Freetown, Sierra Leone. Contact: 

M. L. Swallow, General Mgr., African Commercial & Agricultural Enterprises, 
Ltd.,18 Wallace Johnson St., P. O. Box 1058, Freetown, Sierra Leone. Phone: 26109 
or 26244. Cable: AFROCOM. 


Prepared by Tobacco, Cotton, and Seeds Division 
FAS, USDA, Washington, D. C. 20250. For further 
information, call (202) 382-9491 
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